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Ofcom urges Operators
The UK telecommunications regulator Ofcom has reacted strongly to research which suggests most children would not report finding adult content via their phones. In a message to the mobile industry, Ofcom said network operators should ‘redouble their efforts’ to help phone users to block unsuitable material.
According to the regulator, “Only 15% of adults who use a mobile and have children in their household are aware of age verification systems. We therefore recommend that mobile operators redouble their efforts to ensure that the information supplied to retailers, customer services and websites is easy to understand and is accessible. This is particularly important where the default setting for content controls is Off.”
Highlighting how more Internet-enabled phones are now in the hands of children, Ofcom called for additional layers of protection for them. “Mobile operators need to consider if a binary system at 18 provides sufficient protection from inappropriate content for younger users, or whether a more granular system should be considered.” They quoted a figure of 7% of 8 to 17 year-olds as using mobile internet access.
Weblink: http://www.ofcom.org.uk/advice/media_literacy/medlitpub/ukcode/
Adult domain name sale tops $500k

Last month’s live auction at Internext saw over fifty prime adult domain names change hands, with BJ.com topping the sale price list at $200,000. The auction took place on the 8th of August at Internext Summer in Hollywood, Florida and also saw anal.net sold for $90k and shemales.net making $60k when the gabble fell. A further online version of the auction ran into August on the Moniker.com site, selling between two and three thousand further adult domains. B2B and end-user keywords and ‘popular adult topics’ featured, with reserve prices from $500 to a million dollars.
Eurowebtainment evolves in Vienna
A very early heads-up for Eurowebtainment which is being held at the Hotel Marriott in Austria’s capital from the 5th to the 8th of November this year. Joining with MobileWebtainment and EuroGametainment under the umbrella of the EWT-Convention, the organisers hope to offer exhibitors and visitors the perfect event package. Growing participant numbers and branch-business segments should make for a good expo in Vienna. 
What’s in the Box for Vudu?
US set-top-box network VuDu has added adult content to its VOD service. AVN Media Network’s SD and HD lineup offers users standard-definition, week-long porn movie rentals for $6.99, and HD for $8.99. In contrast, mainstream films typically cost between $2 and $5 per week to rent through the service, with a summer sale of classic movies at just 99 cents. The VuDu box retails for around $295 and enables users to download DRM-protected content over a high speed Internet connection. Having a built-in hard-drive, adult films can be stored and accessed indefinitely too. Adult download purchase costs $19.99 for the SD version and HD for $29.99.
Vudu also offer over 6,000 Hollywood films and 1,000 TV show episodes on the service but have, like other set-top businesses, struggled to find sufficient customer numbers. Appealing to porn-lovers is seen as an attempt to draw a fresh surge of users. Countering the potential loss of customers worried by the possibility of they or their children accidentally accessing inappropriate content, VuDu say the password-protected controls will protect them.
In their press release VuDu said, "To celebrate the launch, AVN Adult Channel includes free access to the 2008 AVN Adult Movie Awards in brilliant 1080p HD. The legendary 25th anniversary show, hosted by Tera Patrick and Greg Fitzsimmons, features special appearances by Artie Lange of the Howard Stern Show, Bubba the Love Sponge, Dave Navarro, Jenna Jameson, and many other celebrities.”


Amongst its competitors, Apple TV, Netflix, TiVo and other big brands are unlikely to follow VuDu down the adult entertainment road, perhaps giving it enough of an advantage to survive the VOD war gathering in US lounges. 
Private launch Private.Mobi in Germany and beyond
In August Private Media Group launched their Private.Mobi off-portal mobile service in Germany, Spain and South Africa, with a view to expanding into other territories. The UK received the service in December last year, and with the addition of these three further countries, Private have access to over 200 million handsets in the direct to consumer arena, at a time when mobile content downloads are up a reported 66% in the last 12 months.
Tim Clausen, VP of Sales at Private Media Group commented, "As part of our commitment to increase proliferation of Private's content across all digital platforms, we are continuing the off-portal mobile rollout. Today we are the most distributed adult brand on-portal with over 85 operators worldwide. Our target is to also be dominant in the off-portal global domain where expectations for growth and expansion are huge. We have generated excellent traffic in the UK and through aggressive marketing and promotion I am sure that we will mirror that success in Spain, Germany and South Africa." 

According to Informa Telecoms & Media, 70% of mobile content revenue will come from off-portal services in the next five years as mobile carriers join forces with off-portal providers to increase revenues. The use of off-portal services by mobile users is also increasing, particularly in the potentially lucrative adult content segment. 

3G adult video chat from D2See.com
Using the video-streaming capabilities of 3G phones allows for two way video chat and D2See.com has joined the market for adult chat with a premium-rate product using five-digit video short-codes. The firm’s Stephen George told ETO, “Essentially, a consumer dials a five digit video short-code from their 3G mobile phone and then is shown a carousel of operators. When he finds one he would like to chat to, he presses 1 and he is now in a live 1-2-1 chat session. The chat operators are supplied and managed by a partner of ours and we also provide in-call age verification and voyeur type services. Our website [www.d2see.com] will tell you a bit more about our company and here you can find a two page product sheet aimed specifically at two-way services.”
Playboy struggle to progress
Playboy (PLA) posted a 6% loss for the last quarter, rather than the 5% profit which had been anticipated. While print product predictably failed to shine, digital content also suffered. Their online/mobile division showed revenues down $3.2m from $14.8m a year ago to $11.6m. Only licensing gave cause for celebration as its revenue was up slightly on last year’s figure. On the release of the depressing news Playboy’s shares dipped 10% but recovered half of that, possibly in response to the news that Jimmy Jellinek, late of Maxim, is to become SVP for Digital Content.

Third World Media launch their VOD service
Following many other content producers, Third World Media has unveiled its own brand of multi-ethnic adult entertainment through their own VOD theatre at thirdworlddvd.com. 
The new VOD site, formerly reserved for Third World Media's business-to-business use and now moved to thirdworldxxx.com, was created in conjunction with AEBN. Steve Scott, Third World Media president, said the company worked with AEBN in the past and establishing thirdworldvd.com with the company as its streaming presence on the Internet was a reasonable step forward in their business relationship.

Scott added, "Whether a company's selling DVDs or selling VOD, it's always important to trust the people you do business with. We've had a long history with AEBN and it's been nothing but positive. Thirdworlddvd.com will have something for everybody — big assed Brazilian Latinas, blue-haired Japanese cock-sucking club girls and even Ed Hunter's brand of ladies with something extra!"

PAK pursue pirates
US porn producers have formed a new organisation, PAK, to fight copyright theft. With file-sharers being hard to identify and prosecute, it’s been announced the backlash is being targeted at websites who offer pirated porn instead. A big issue in recent years are the many YouTube clones where users upload their own home-made porn and, problematically, other people’s copyright content. With an eye on these sites, PAK boss Jason Tucker said, “This really put a damper on my late-night porn surfing."

Gathering evidence to prosecute several unnamed sites, PAK say they are close to filing charges. 

WantedList.com adds an iPhone streaming service to its Video on Demand Platform LA-based WantedList.com has expanded its VOD services and launches its own iPhone tailored site at http://m.WantedList.com. The service, which was free to WantedList VOD subscribers and DVD rental customers until mid August, offers unlimited access to over 2,000 full length scenes from its library of movies specifically designed for the iPhone. The streaming site can also be purchased as a standalone service for $14.95 per month. 

“We’re really excited about this new product” said Anh Tran, co-founder of WantedList.com.  “In terms of new growth opportunities for our company, the new iPhone 3G is about as great of an invention as the DVD was in today’s market.” 
In late 2006, Juniper Research stated that the mobile adult content market will grow to $3.3 billion by 2011 from its $1.4 billion number in 2006. Those numbers however were anchored on European and Asian growth. From this Tran asserts that, “the mobile adult industry in North America has been more or less nonexistent due to limitations imposed by carriers, problems with data transferring when you’re not near a WiFi hub, and problems with the size of mobile devices itself.  The new iPhone basically solves these problems and will be the catalyst that drives the adult mobile business in North America.” 

On top of offering this new service to its members, affiliates and content companies can get their own version of the site as well. Danny Ting, the other co-founder of WantedList.com said, “We’ve developed the software and content delivery network as a white label solution, where anyone can use their own branding, logo, and colours to promote the site and share in revenues.  We’ve also built the technology out as a standalone platform, so that any company license it and put their own specific content on the platform and handle all of their own billing.  For more information you can contact affiliates@wantedlist.com.”
WantedList has other mobile offerings in the works.  “Right now we’re just offering streaming but we’ll be adding a whole suite of other products that include interactivity, avatars and other fun mobile based offerings” said Tran.

Private fill 50+ niches
For Q3, Private Media Group have announced they’ll be launching over 50 niche Internet sites aimed at diversifying their content offerings and increase online proliferation alongside their flagship Private.com site.

The niche sites will form an important new network delivering content sourced from Private’s vast library, categorised according to genre and theme. The plan is to grow this network around three core sites to a total of over 100 niche sites by the end of 2008. The sites are targeted to satisfy a variety of consumer interests with niche specific content and are also offered to Private’s affiliate network, www.privatecash.com. 

Private’s Director of Online Media, Israel Garcia, explained: “The niche site strategy is expected to generate significant incremental revenues and contribution to operating profit through substantially increasing shelf-space, traffic and conversion rates. In addition, it enables us to take advantage of additional up-selling and cross-selling opportunities. The new sites have been in development for over a year and are part of the ongoing evolution and growth of Private’s global online diversification strategy.”
Unused from last month:
Hustler TV sign exclusive broadcasting deal with Digital Playground
LFP Broadcasting LLC, parent company of Hustler TV, has signed an open-ended worldwide exclusive agreement for broadcast rights with adult production company Digital Playground.

"Partnering with Digital Playground will offer Hustler TV viewers some of the most popular product available," said LFP president Michael H. Klein. "The agreement will also give us access to some of the industry's top HD titles with top exclusive Digital Playground stars like Jesse Jane, which we plan to make available exclusively on our new Hustler HD for VOD service in September and on VOD in October."

Hustler TV is available in over 50 countries worldwide and serves more than 45 million homes in the U.S. It is also distributed in Europe with more than 10 million viewers. The company cross-promotes its connection with the Hustler brand name and Hustler adult entertainment properties including magazines and websites.


Founded in 1993, Digital Playground claims the largest adult HD library in the industry. High production values and the brand's appeal to women and couples make the studio's content ideal for broadcast.


DP founder Joone said, "When two of the biggest names in adult entertainment come together, magic happens. Partnering our brand with the most popular adult television service in the world, allows us to expand our business to a huge global VOD and PPV market that reaches far beyond traditional distribution outlets."

Digital Playground CEO Samantha Lewis is also pleased with the increased reach of Hustler TV and commented that Digital Playground’s efforts have resulted in a highly visible product that can be marketed outside of the traditional adult markets. In the last decade, their demographic has changed from almost 100 percent male to over 50 percent women and couples who watched the productions of Digital Playground. She said, "To have an opportunity today to partner with Hustler and its founder, Larry Flynt, is both a privilege and honour. Our companies are like-minded and forward thinking. Hustler offers a strong platform for our product and their demographic is remarkable. With high regards for Michael Klein at the helm of this venture, I am looking forward to a long and profitable partnership."


Among the other adult studios currently featured on Hustler TV are Evil Angel, Red Light District, Diabolic Digital, Elegant Angel, Teravision, Third Degree Films, Black Ice, Zero Tolerance and Jules Jordan Video.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6]
